Laptops for Calling      by Glenn
First off let me say that I don’t recommend any Apple products. Not because they are poor products, but because nobody yet, has written a dedicated square dance music player with Apple Software. I do know that some callers out there are using Apple equipment quite successfully but they are using Apple software as the music player.

When you go to buy a laptop for SD calling, almost any laptop is capable of running the software to play the music. My main SD laptop is now 12 years old and is just as good today as the day I bought it. If you want to get specific: It’s a Toschiba Satellite with a 40Gb hard drive and 256 Mb of RAM. It has a very basic Graphics card and a very basic Sound card.

Typically now, laptops have at least 500Gb hard dive and upwards of 8Gb of RAM with dedicated Graphics chips for gaming and High end sound cards. Not totally necessary.
Final word, you can still pick up a laptop computer for SD use for under $500.00

Some words of advice with your SD laptop.

Rule 1: Don’t use it for anything else.
Rule 2: Don’t use it for anything else.
Rule 3: Seriously, don’t use it for anything else.

No Movies, few Pictures, few Documents, no Correspondence, no Games, Nothing else.
Both My SD laptops have never been on the internet and they never will. Anything on either 
computer has been transferred via a USB stick or external Hard drive.

Neither laptop has any anti virus programs – you don’t need ‘em if you’re not on the net.

Turn all power saving programs Off, turn all Windows notifications Off. Set all Screen savers Off.
Any program that sends Hard drives or Screens to Standby, turn them Off.

You might need a word processing program for writing Cue sheets, maybe.

You might need an audio processing program, maybe if you do your own Mp3’s.

The next important decision: which program do I use to play my SD music.

There are a few on the market:
Ceder Square dance system. (CSDS)

http://www.ceder.net/csds.php4
$200 USD and you will also need to download a program called Winamp to actually play the music.

Square Mp3 Gold (SQmp3gold)

http://sqmp3.com
Approximately $150 USD

SqView 

http://www.sqview.se
Free, yup that’s right, Free!

There is also a program by a Japanese caller for Japanese callers, not much use if you don’t read Japanese

There was one called Digital Music Magician (DMM), distributed via Hanhursts. (B4 DoSaDo.com)
A.It is not available at the moment and B. it’s needs a rewrite for Windows 10.

Dancemaster is a Round Dance Program written for Cuers, it can be used, but seems to me to be a little complex. Some features that SD callers need are missing.

Having said that, I personally prefer Sqmp3gold, though many callers prefer SqView.

I don’t know anyone in Australia using CSDS, It seems to be more concerned with using High level choreography that is read from the screen.
CSDS Screenshot:
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SqView Screenshot:
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SQmp3gold Screenshot:
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Favorite mp3 Fol
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File Info:

50's Mediley HD - RIV 454.mp3
bra Ext. HD - MAP 001.mp3
bsolutely Everybody HD - DWN 111.mp3
ccuse Me HD - ACME 113.mp3
ction HD - DR 1109c.mp3

- ChC.
Il about that Bass HD - S 1027.mp3

Il | Want Is You HD - RIV 366.mp3

\lI Night HD - TNT 267amp3

Il night Party HD - PLM 110.mp3

Il Week Latin HD - BH 200014.mp3

nchors Aweigh HD - 7C 225.mp3

nother One Bites The Dust HD - S 1002.mp3
pache HD - Pop 33.mp3

pplause HD - RH 1207.mp3

pple Pie HD - RIV 396.mp3

rabian Kniaht - NB 005.mp3

(Love is a) Big Ship - GR8 029.mp3
120 Miles - GR8 005.mp3
30 Days - NB 111a.mp3
5th bridge street Song - RR 253a.mp3
[76 Trombones - B 1277.mp3
-you're Adorable - CK 121.mp3
fool such as | - BR 255.mp3
kind of Hush - GMP 207.mp3
little bit More - AT 1014a.mp3
little is better than Nada - GMP 107a.mp3
Summer Song - CHIC 3002 (F BGV).mp3
Summer Song - CHIC 3002.mp3
walk in the Irish Rain - ESP 1146.mp3
walk in the Irish Rain - ESP 1146IR.mp3
bove & Beyond - RYL 161.mp3
bsolutely Everybody - DWN 111.mp3
c-cent-tchu-ate the Positive - SG 207.mp3

Sorted

Bollywood Patter - RIV 615.mp3
Chaka Likes Rhythm - RIV 585.mp3
Chicken Scratch - RIV 584.mp3
Cinnamon Girl HD - SP 1076.mp3
Classical Gas HD - CHIC 4010.mp3
Disco Patter - RIV 493.mp3

Earl's Hoedown - GRS 036.mp3
Fireball HD - RR 1317.mp3

Funky Music HD - ESP 436.mp3
Ginger Bread - RYL 419.mp3

Hot Griese and Zydeco - PLM 238.mp3
Hot Time HD - BS 2594a.mp3

Osaka Nights - RIV 500.mp3
Outtasight HD - BS 2594b.mp3

Ragin’ Cajun HD - RIV 598.mp3

Royal Boogie Wonderland - RYL 438.mp3
Roval You - RYL 443.mp3
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All of these programs have very similar features, well, CSDS concentrates more on Choreography.

They will all Play Music, all will display cue sheets, all can adjust tempo separately to adjusting pitch.

All have adjustment for Bass and Treble. To some extent they will all loop music. I do maintain that 

Sqmp3 gold does it best. You can make up playlists on all of them. 

They will show you where you are in the music ie opener, middle break, 3rd figure etc.

They all tell the (approx.) Beats per Minute of the playing music. 

There is also a clock in each program, helps you time brackets and the whole night.

The choice as to which one, I leave up to you. However, if you want to play with others, take into 

account what program your friends use.
