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DATES to REMEMBER  

 

05-08 Apr 2020 

3 Day Australia National Callers Federation Conference with Randy 

Doherty (US), Steve Turner (Aus.), Arden Hopkin (U.S.) and Mel 

Wilkerson (Aus.) ï Fairmont Resort Leura NSW. 

10-14 Apr 2020 
Australia National Square Dance Convention ï Wentworth Falls, 

NSW, Australia 

24-28 June 2021 
Australia National Square Dance Convention ï Darwin, Northern 

Territory, Australia  
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On the Inside Track 

Welcome to the November 2019 issue of ñBehind The Mikeò.  

Last month saw Sue and I, along with daughters Alessa (and husband Chris), Amerie 

(and partner Brendan), and grandson Ronon, head off to Singapore for a 10-day family 

vacation. We have wanted to get everyone together for a family holiday for some time, 

but time and work commitments had been against us. This time everything worked out 

well. We had a fabulous 10 days in Singapore. Our British Airways flights landed us mid-

evening, and we were able to get to our hotel for a good nightôs sleep prior to starting out 

fresh the next day.  

We stayed on Sentosa Island at the Village Resort Hotel. Super location, just a couple of 

minutesô walk from Imbiah Monorail station. There are 4 stations on the monorail route 

on Sentosa, Beach, Imbiah, Resort World and Vivo City. Everything is close to one of 

these stations and use is free for everyone. Mind you it is only about a 5-6-minute walk 

between the first 3 stations. Vivo City is a huge shopping complex located on the 

mainland of Singapore itself, and is the entry to the island, which is a gigantic pleasure 

resort. Within a five minute walking radius you have Universal Studios, S.E.A. Aquarium 

(largest in the world), the Maritime Experiential Museum, huge Water Park, tall ship 

óRoyal Albatrossô, casino, Madame Tussauds (museum display, boat ride, live show and 

4D theatre), VR experience with 10 choices, Trick Eye Museum, huge skyway from 

Sentosa to mainland, and Mt Faber to Siloso Beach, indoor skydiving, luge, segways, 

beaches, 4D movies, 3D movies, Fort Siloso and much more. It never stopped.  

This time we had season passes for Universal Studios which 

allowed us to come and go at our leisure over the 10 days.  

There was no rushing to try and see everything in one day! The 

rollercoasters there are among the best in the world, and each 

is presented within a complex that truly fits the individual theme. 

For the ñMummy Coasterò, you walk thru 50-foot-high statues of 

Egyptian gods and right in the heart of the temples in Luxor. The 

Battlestar Galactica ride has two duelling rollercoasters ï one 

Human and the other Cylon for those of you that know the 

show, with the latter having 5 loops. Again, it was well themed 

with buildings. Next you are right in the centre of the action on 

the Transformers ride, which is not a coaster, but one of the 

best Simulator rides anywhere. Most flight simulators put you in 

some form of transport in front of a huge screen. In this one, the 

transport moves rapidly thru 12 screens. I have always loved good rides and attractions, 

and even though Universal at Singapore is smaller than its counterparts in USA and 

Japan, it packs a huge amount into that area. This time I rode óThe Mummyô 4 times, 

Transformers 7, Cylon 2 and Human 2. I also managed to get totally drenched on 
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Jurassic Park Ride -- there is always one who cops more water than anyone else ï and 

it seems to always be me!  

Universal Studios also had a special attraction from Thursday thru Sunday nights in 

October -- ñHalloween Horror Nightsò. Chris, Alessa, Brendan and I went one night. This 

is a special ticket and the park opens at 8pm thru 2am. There were 5 haunted houses to 

walk thru, as well as the regular rides. I think the way they do this in Singapore is quite 

unique. After being in a queue for an hour we got to the first house. It consisted of about 

15 rooms, all in very dim light. Actors were dressed up (full make-up, clothes, the works) 

and hidden behind panels, secret doors, etc., and would jump out at the most 

unexpected times. Lots of screaming in every room. I could not imagine anything like this 

happening here in Australia. There would likely be too many concerns about heart 

attacks, getting sued, etc. This was the same 

type of arrangement in each of the 5 houses; 

one with dolls, one with clowns, a snake house 

(shudder), haunted house, and a zombie 

house. As well as those specific horror 

houses, there were numerous other places 

where actors would jump out at you. The 

queues for each of the houses was at least an 

hour long and there were people everywhere. I 

felt really old that night. I do not think I saw a 

person over 30 except for Brendan! It was 

great fun though! 

Food is available everywhere in the same 

areas, from local street food, to 2-star Michelin 

restaurants.  In addition, all things in between 

were available including McDonalds, Subway, 

Starbucks, Hard Rock café, etc. One of our favourites for non-Asian fare was Slappy 

Cakes, a neat pancake restaurant where you buy the batter mix and create your own 

pancakes on a plate embedded in your table. They provide regular batter, buttermilk, 

chocolate, pandan (green colour) which can all be used to create pancakes of a wild 

(and sometimes embarrassing) designs.  

Singapore itself is just an amazing place 

to visit, and home to one of the best 

Zoos in the World, and a heritage listed 

excellent Botanical Garden, the 

magnificent ñGardens By The Bayò. The 

Gardens has two incredible domes, a 

magnificent light and sound show in the 

park, great aerial walkway, the gardens 
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themselves as well as all the other unique areas. Beside the zoo are two other amazing 

attractions. They are the River Safari and the Night Safari. Both are simply amazing 

attractions. 

Sue and I also 

had the 

opportunity for 

a sunset dinner 

cruise on the 

tall ship óRoyal 

Albatrossô. It 

was a terrific 3-

hour cruise with great food (although they need 

lessons on how to cook lamb). We did not go in 

for the optional mast climb though! Sue loved the cocktails! 

We were lucky with the weather during the trip. It was always warm (between 29 and 31 

degrees C). Humidity was no real problem and there was only one day when it was 

uncomfortable, which was after some rain. 

That was the day when Chris and Alessa 

joined Sue and I for a tour inside the 

Merlion (Singaporeôs emblem ï half lion, 

half fish), an 80-foot statue just near 

Imbiah station.  We could see it from our 

hotel window. When we went up the first 

level, there were no problems as we were 

in an air-conditioned lift. Then we had to 

climb. It was hot, humid, sticky, and as we 

climbed, it got hotter, more humid and 

even stickier; but it was worth it for a 

fantastic view.  

Sue and I had a week in Singapore last year, and we had no problems going back again 

for a week as there is just so much to see and do. I am always amazed at aspects of life 

that are noticeable there, but we never really notice here.   

There is no litter anywhere, no smart alec kids swearing continuously, no drunks, no 

chewing gum, and no problems with kids and alcohol although alcohol is freely available 

even at the 7-11 and other shops (in Universal Studios street vendors!). Courtesy is 

shown everywhere and there were no ñbag ladiesò. 

Cheers 

Barry 












































































































































