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WELCOME to the very first Edition of AROUND THE SQUAREQG a magazine for
square dancers. Each issue will bring you articles, ideas, commentary, and much

more, providing Information, Education, Entertainment, and even Enlightenment, to
anyone interested in our great square dancing activity and all it encompasses.

BACKGROUND: Over 40 years ago, | created and published a magazine for our
Square Dance Clubs, the Red Barons. There were about a dozen issues over the
first couple of years, then, as usual life just got in the way. Things came up that got
in the way of producing a regular newsletter and it fell by the way for many years.
The next incarnation saw only a few issues, but as before, things just took over.

Within that overall period, | also created, wrote and published a Note Service called
AFlI GURI NGO whi c forGalkers. Tlthiessrvicg rareflbm 1977 thru until
1988 when our first daughter was born.

I had done a few ot her wr.Duringmgsegonddismeat n t
the University of Wollongong, | also was involved in the writing and editing of a
student newsletter; as well as writing the usual essays and papers!

In 1992 | again took pen in hand a wrote a 160 page coffee table book for our local
Primary School6é s " Zriversary. This a very different type of writing for me, as |
was commissioned to create something beyond a plain old history of the school. It
was to be a book that anyone could pick up, open at any page and be interested
and entertained by the material on that page. This was a difficult task, and | gave
much thought to the general structure and information that should be included. It
ranged from edited newspaper reports, photographs, personal anecdotes and
histories, and so forth.

In the end | developed a framework based on 5 specific sections i The Past, Sport,
The Present, The Pool (our school was one of the very few in NSW to have its own
pool), and The Future. Intense research was needed ranging from newspaper
searches at the City Library to locating and interviewing alumni, both students and
teachers, from all previous eras.

As it turned out, the concept worked very well indeed. The coffee table book was so
successful that we went into a second printing, which also sold out

Not too long after this | also became President of the NSW Callers Association, and,
as part of an education incentive for our members, | again took pen (well, computer
keyboard by this time) in hand, and began a newsletter once again. This was to be
an irregular publication, based on material and information from the membership. It
was a good idea but a good idea, but alas, only lasted 2 issues.

When our new association (SARDA NSW) was created, | undertook the role of
education coordinator. | saw this position as an opportunity not only the provide
regular educational and training sessions; but as one that revolved around the
continuous sharing of information via a new digital newsletter. This worked well for
some time. However, when | made the decision to step down from the role as
Education Coordinator, | also had to work out what to do with the regular newsletter



| had created. | really enjoyed putting it together each time, and | did not want to let
that aspect of information sharing just vanish. That was the drive behind the creation
o fBehind The Miked(BTM) Callers Magazine.

BTM, in just a few short years, has grown from its humble beginnings as just a
localized C a | | newsk@tger to an Electronic Callers Magazine that has a huge
readership of Callers, associations and dancers throughout the entire world.

The magazine has:

9 adirect distribution in excess of 800 e-mail subscribers;

9 Our own website (created by Jaden Frigo) which sees over 250 BTM
newsletter downloads each month,

1 Thousands of monthly downloads also occur on various social media websites
as well as links directly with 6 of the more popular FaceBook Caller Forum
sites.

It is humbling to find that many callers, and caller associations use this material
regularly as meeting discussion points, training material or just good old fashioned
choreography workshops and get togethers to bounce ideas off each other. This
simple idea that information on square dance calling needs to be shared and
available has had a wide impact on the square dance arena.

Within the pages of BTM each month, | have attempted to present as wide a variety
of topics and ideas that could be of interest to callers. Not just educational pieces,
but choreography, ideas, training at all levels, entertainment and generally
informative information. Each month, some sections could also beofige ner al
interestq not only to callers, but to anyone who has an active interest in our square
dance activity.

Many of these cross-over articles and sections are hand-me-downs from the original
club newsletter | wrote all those years ago. During that time, as well as the years |
published FIGURING, | had an exchange agreement, not only with the other Callers
Note Services of the time, but with a huge number of other magazines that were
being published all over the world. At that time, | remember that | regularly received
6 magazines just published in California alone! Before scanners, | had to photocopy
anything | thought would be of use at some point in the future from each magazine,
and file it away in a cabinet purchased for that purpose alone.

For those of you that we have had the pleasure of hosting in our home, you will have
seen some of that collection. We still have a majority of the exchange magazines,
and still have all the photocopied material. While some of the material contained in
those cabinets is dated, much is still applicable to our activity today. It is some of
these items that | have been using over the last couple of years in BTM (dancer
related articles, humour, etc).

There have been some articles that although dated, when | came across them, |
have been prompted to expand and update for a new audience. | felt that these
articles and ideas were just too valuable not to be handed on to a new generation.
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One of our BTM subscribers contacted me a few months ago asking me if it would
be OK to take some of the dancer related sections in BTM and give them to his club
members. | replied with a resounding YES!!!.

| have always believed, as do those who work with me on BTM that information is
useless unless shared and developed by anyone including the originator. This

started me thinking (again) about the possibility of putting more of these pieces

together, and creating a regular, (well maybe at least a semi-regular) magazine that
would containnot only articles from the BTM Cal
many others | have filed away, that could be of interest to anyone involved in our

activity. | have discussed this with quite a few dancers and callers over recent times

and thought that | would start the ball rolling.

WHO WANTS TO SHARE YOU DON'T HAVE

KNOUWLEDGE WITH ME ANY KNOWLEDGE I'M HOARDING MY
VIA OUR NEW INTRA- TO SHARE. KNOULEDGE IN
NET COLLABORATION - CASE T EVER

BECAUSE 1IT'S

INFORMATION NOT SHARED IS WASTED KNOWLEDGE

A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME:
While it may seem easy, the first problem | came across was - - What do | call it?

I had 6Behind the Miked tHe generatsguale dance é wh a 't
population as a whole? | thought of:

OFrom the FIl oor 6,
0Beyond the Floor
6l n Front of the

O0Outside the Squar
0l nside the Square
0Beyond the Square
OEnnhcae t he Dancebod,
O6Perchance to Enhance the Dance,
and many, many others.

oo -
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None seemed to really click withme. T h e ¢ ur rAeowrnd the Squared owa s
suggested by one of our dancers, and is the only one that seems to fit in with what |
felt was needed, Mind you, | am always open to change if something more
appropriate comes along.



Frequency

| hope to have at least 4 issues each year; possibly more, depending on

acceptance, interest and my ability to produce. Our magazine is not trying to

compete in any way with those hard-copy sources that are in existence. Rather it is

ai med at compl ementing the 6l ocalisedd m
generic images of our activity.

fAround The Squareowill be available to anyone via email subscription as well as
via some of the existing Facebook square dance pages. It is a free magazine; and |
hope it will be shared quite freely among friends. The best way is via direct email
subscription; however our main aim is to have information that is freely available to
anyone in our great activity.

Okay, there you have it. One question you may ask
Is fwho is this Barry Wonson bloke anyway?0
That is me on the right. | am a club caller, and have
been for nearly 51 years now. | live with my wife
Sue, in Wollongong, NSW, Australia.

As a caller, | have had the opportunity to travel the
world, and have been featured in many festivals,
weekends, specials, conventions in such areas as
USA, Canada, New Zealand, England, the Channel
Islands, France, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland,
Holland, Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark '
Sweden, Norway and Italy. From 1977 thru 2001, | travelled to the USA more than
20 times and also had 17 calling trips to Europe thru 2011 (after which | made the
decision to not accept any more overseas engagements overseas as | wanted to
spend more time with our family).

| still call locally 3 times each week for our own Red Barons Square Dance Clubs.
Due to a stroke in 2017, | had to give up any weekend engagements, but still call for
our own Red Barons Square Dance Clubs 3 times each week.

| am an avid reader, a collector of movies (over 6000 BluRays and DVDs), a lover of
music (over 6500 CDs), a keen player of strategy board games (over 1200 games in
our collection as well). We also have lots of other collectable items in our rambling
house.

My wife Sue and | met at a Square dance some 44 years ago. We have two
daughters (Amerie and Alessa), one son-in-law (Christopher) and one grandson
(Ronon).

A couple of months ago our local newspaper, the lllawarra Mercury featured an
article on peopl e invol ve.dhaverlwayshadaaides f o
variety of interests. Check out what your publisher does in his spare time:

https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/5914103/three-illawarra-collectors-share-
their-quirky-obsessions/

Barry 6
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(The following special article was originally written by William Myer for the US
Magazine fZip-Coderomore than 35 years ago as an April Fool's joke. | have made
some slight changes and tweaks to the original and added a new section at the end i
Barry).

| have been Square Dancing now for about fifteen years. | have done practically
everything in the Square Dance movement, except invent a movement or
choreographic concept that would be worthy of publication.

Actually, | did not invent the concept that | am about to put forth, but | can say with
honesty that | most assuredly have perfected it! | am sure that adding this concept to
one's repertoire of movements will greatly enhance the dance experience and give
great satisfaction and fulfillment.

The concept is called "Anything and Breakdown".

The concept can be, and often is, used in conjunction with any of the square dance
movements in existence today, within any of the defined Callerlab programs, as well as
any others that are still classed as experimental. Just think of the possibilities!

You can start with Square Up & Breakdown, or Bow to Your Partner & Breakdown.
You can Breakdown individually or you can have the man or lady breakdown. You
can Breakdown as Couples as well as individually, and not just from a single
formation, but from any formation that is in use today, and possibly some that have not
even been invented yet!

Breakdown works well within all levels, but is especially satisfying with higher level calls
such as Relay The Deucy & Breakdown, Motivate & Breakdown, or even Cast A
Shadow & Breakdown.

The real skills of square dancing come into effect with this movement. Some dancers
may find it a difficult movement to master, but with practice, it will come naturally. There
Is, of course, a right way and a wrong way to Breakdown. The more skilful and
experienced dancer will, however, master these in a very short time, often even after a
single walk-thru.

Of course, the only way to Breakdown, is to TOTALLY BREAKDOWN. To totally
Breakdown, the following 3 rules need to be applied.

1. Move completely out of position, usually to someone's spot that is already occupied.

2. Refuse to take anyone's hand or offer of help. If grabbed, take the grabber with you
as it is even more satisfying assisting another to Breakdown.

3. Look from side to side, with glassy eyes, staring at nothing, while turning in a small
circle, constantly shifting direction. This may sound difficult, but usually takes
minimal effort and time to master.



If you practice and develop these skills, | am certain that you will realize that Anything
& Breakdown is a fulfilling, rewarding and totally enjoyable concept that can be applied
at any dance that you attend, be it club nights, special events or even festivals and
conventions.

By the way, if you find yourself executing this concept when your caller has not called it,
don't let it get you down. | am forever Motivating when | should be Percolating.

Of course the Breakdown
Conceptois not just applicable to
dancers, it can be applied
equally as well to callers and
cuers. Some callers are even a
bit on the sneaky side, as
instead of just calling "Anything"
& Breakdown, some may try to
mask the Breakdown within the
guise of another call, or even a
series of calls.

This has been seen at certain
events where a caller used the
movement Box Circulate from
lesser used set-ups, without
adding the & Breakdowno
follow-up command, Of course
the dancers understood exactly
what he was after and every
single square on the floor
automatically followed his
unspoken "Breakdown"
command.

BREAKDOWN Some cal!ers use this sneaky
way of using Breakdown so
AH EAD often that many of the dancers
are well and truly prepared to
Breakdown to those particular
callers.

The expectation is automatically present, even though some callers may go to great
lengths to hide the Breakdown command within other calls that seem reasonable (to
them anyway).

The resulting Breakdowns can only be described as total. This method of using
Breakdown is really not recommended, as while it seems that the callers in question
derive great enjoyment from use of the call, there may be some dancers who do not
have quite the same reaction. And may not find it quite as amusing.
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Author And Origin Unkown

This article comes from an unknown Square Dance publication from about 45 years
ago, It applies the same today as it did then; not just to our Square Dance groups,
but to our Associations, our Dancers, our Cuers and Callers.

A successful Club depends on many, and varied things. These include good
dancing, good fellowship, a good caller, a good location, a regular night of the week,
area acceptance and area location 1 to name just a few.

The clique mystique. We often hear of cliques as a problem in some clubs, but
there is a certain clique that must develop in order to keep a club together. That is
the clique that sees to it that things actually get done. It is, indeed, a rare group,
organisation or club where all jobs are shared equally among the members. This is a
fhoped forthingd but 1 n seldom dccomplishedi t 1 s

Most clubs have certain workers that just pitch in and get things done. This is a
clique, one which we would like to encourage everyone to join. Actually, most clubs
contain many cliques. Webster's first definition of a clique reads:

M small exclusive circle of peopleo .

Now the clique | refer to above does not mean to be exclusive. The fact that others
do not pitch in to help just makes it an exclusive group, through no fault of its own.
This is a clique of doers with no title or satisfaction other than it just happens.

But if we take it further now? Isn't your own circle of friends a clique? Do you mean
to keep others out? Probably not, but because of mutual dislikes and likes, shared

hobbies and interests and other factors both in and out of your control, you seem to
be drawn together. If it wasn't for circles of friends (cliques), most people would not
continue to Square Dance. As a matter of fact, there are those who drop out of our

clubs (and Square Dancing as an activity) because they just don't seem to fit in into
any circle of friends (clique).

Sometimes it is their own fault; because they withdraw into themselves and just
don't relax and get into the fun. We encourage people to mix and become better
acquainted, but if we don't get them accepted in to a circle of friends (clique), then
often they just drift away to find another hobby where they will feel more accepted.

|l don't think Acliqueodo is a dirty word
made up of a group of cliques; we just try to get them together to share the fun at
our dances. We hope we are successful.

The cliques get together to plan dances, they get together for pizza, for lunch, or
snacks after dances; they get together to travel to dances near and far. Our entire
Society is just a large group of cliques consisting of our circle of friends, our
relatives, our fellow workers, our church group, and perhaps a dozen more isolated
groups that may or may not intertwine in our lives.

a



Let us not 'knock' the clique; rather let us try to be more successful in getting the
groups to work together and to have fun. You can't have a whole club over for
shacks at your house (given numbers today, it sure is possible now), but you can
have your own little clique over, and this is what it really all boils down to. We just do
not want one clique fighting another, but rather working together for a common
cause T the enjoyment of everyone with the total group.

How about joining a clique?

)T OECEOO
1 Some of the most important problems we face as we grow old are poor memory,

tiredness, lack of sleep, poor memory, aching muscles, not enough hours in the day and
poor memory.

1 There are 2 kinds of people at parties. Those who want to go home early and those who
want to be the last to leave. The trouble is that they are usually married to each other.

1 Next to a beautiful girl, sleep is the most wonderful thing in the world.
1 Behind every successful man stands a surprised wife.

1 Why a man would want a wife is a mystery to some people. Why a man would want
more than one wife is a fhigamysterya

1 A woman with a past attracts men who hope that history will repeat itself.

1 The best way to save face is to keep the lower half shut.

1 A Lawyer is a man who helps you get what's coming to him.

1 Neurotics build castles in the air. Psychotics live in them. Psychiatrists collect the rent.

1 A bank is an institution where you can borrow money, provided you can show sufficient
evidence that you do not need it.

1 Under Communism, it's "Dog Eat Dog". Under Capitalism it is the reverse.

1 The time spent on making progress reports restricts the time allocated for progress, so
stability can only be achieved when all time is spent reporting on the lack of progress.

fBehind every beautiful womanéthere is a be

9 There are moreimportant t hi ngs i n the worl d tdoubwith mone
you if you don't have any!

1 Did you know that Limbo dancing was invented by a Scotsman trying to enter a pay
toilet?

1 Did you hear about the gay tattoo artist who has designs on several of the local sailors?

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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Over recent times, | have released several Singing Calls and Hoedowns on A&S Records in the
USA. Like any caller, | am always on the lookout for new music to use. We callers always have
favourites, but we are al so -aigwaesseurintarestnFerandny o f
years | regularly purchased new records (what on earth is a record?) and still do. However; in
general listening to the radio, | periodically come across a song or two that has never been cut as

a Singing Call. For many years | used make a list of all these that | felt would work as Singing

Calls, and to fantasize that one day | would get around to contacting one of the record producers
and ask them to do some of these. A few of the record producers have been guests with us on

occasion and | have suggested some titles to them. Yearsago,l suggested OFrom
Lincolnd (an ol d Sugar & Dave song) ttmeAe Horn
tt

actually created the music and asked me to provide a vocal. Likewisewi t h 6 Seven Li
Paul Bristow (Sting) released.

These were just odd occasions, and | had never given more than an occasional thought to the
idea until at the Canberra National a few years ago when | was talking to Jeff Van Sambeeck, who

had created the music to O0The Car ni valthougktth®v er

song worked well, and after negotiating with the Convention Committee (who had commissioned
that piece) had Jeff re-work his original piece to what | wanted, and then released it thru Bob
Shiver at A&S records. The background work (licensing etc) was not too hard, and | was happy
with the result. The recording paid for itself and that led to me suggesting other titles to Jeff (and
Jeff suggesting some to me as well).

Since then we have done several tunes that have all been well received i Rip Rip Woodchip, |
Have A Dream, and a number of others. Jeff had also done a waltz, just for his own interest, and
he asked me if | wanted to use it as a Round Dance and write some choreography. | liked what he
had done and came up with choreography that | thought fitted well to the musical phrasing. | did a
vocal, and again released via A&S. This tune, | Sfill Call Australia Homeo was presented as a
showcase at our National Convention that year and won both dancer and cuer popularity polls,
and thus was added to our National List. It was also featured at many Round Dance events
overseas where it was also voted as the most popular in the Phase 2 i Phase 3 category. | have
always loved Round Dancing and am still amazed that my very first attempt at Round Dance
Choreography, A Million Tomorrows, was a hugely popular dance all those years ago, and is still
on a 6classics6 from Roundal ab.

Below are some of the ones that have been done over the last year or so and are all available
from A&S Records:=

1 AS136-IFIONLY HAD A BRAIN i from the 1939 classic movie, @ h e Wi z a r. this €ohg wagz 0
sung (and danced) by Ray Bolger. A fantastic Harold Arlen tune.
https://www.asrecordshop.com/index.php?action=listingview&listing|D=2494

T AS137- GUNG HO Hoedown #1717 Amedley o f Army and Marines music
and AAs the cai sAd omlgyogiqc Maweheé nlgat er changed to
https://www.asrecordshop.com/index.php?action=listingview&listinglD=2495

1 AS138i A MANNAMED ARMSTRONGit hi s was a Top 40 hit record

Country singer, Reg Lindsay in 1971. It was penned in 1969 by another legend, John Stewart, from the
Kingston Trio. Another country artist, Lobo, also do a good cover version in 1974, however the Reg
Lindsay version is the one that is remembered here in Australia. | thought that this was an ideal song,
given the recent release of the new film based
A Fi r s thttpM/Avw.asrecordshop.com/index.php?action=listingview&listinglD=2496

T AS1397 ANDYOUSMILEDit he music for this one should be
main theme to the English TVser i es &éVan Der Val ko6 in the 7006s
hit parade. The original title was EYE LEVEL. It became a #1 hit and, in the UK, sold over 1,000,000
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copies and was listed asone ofthe 12 best-s el | i ng s i n gl fome yedrs lateh lgricsiweré 0 6 s .

added, and it became a successful release for Matt Munro. The music for the Singing Call has come up


https://www.asrecordshop.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=2494
https://www.asrecordshop.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=2495
https://www.asrecordshop.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=2496

well. The problem | have with these nowadays is in recording the vocal. Each vocal is done live at a
danceéprobl em f aallingsklls hage détaniaated sopnewhat since the stroke last year
and | now struggle to get it right to the point where | am satisfied!!! (maybe the problem was always
therel!)

https://www.asrecordshop.com/index.php?action=listingview&listing|D=2497

The next ones | am working on are:

A THOUSAND FEET: This is a great song
written by John Williamson. It should make a
great singing call.

GUNG HO HOEDOWN #2: This is another
march medley with the US Navy anthem
6Anchors Aweighd cou
Force t heme OWiGreht Bl
melodies that should come together and
work well.

SCHLAGER SMOOTH: A nice smooth patter for a relaxed hoedown.

SCHALGER BOUNCE: This one has a much more peppy feel to- great for getting a flow really
hopping.

DESERT WIND: Anup-t empo ball ad written by the Pigram B
LOOKING FORWARD, LOOKING BACK: An iconic song i the last hit for Slim Dusty.

As well as the music noted above on A&S Records, | have also been busy with some vocals for
Tracy Brown at http://www.squaredancemusic.com/

The music for these is not new, however each has been unavailable for some years. Tracy now

owns the rights to the music from a large number of SD record labels, and is regularly updating

vocals to reflect a more modern approach. | have heard some callers who have discounted some

of our ol der square dance musi.Ctfirmdydeliévétbah out of

1. aslong as the music has a good clean sound that has been recorded well,
2. and is a melody that dancers recognise and like,

then it has an equal place along with our newer music. Our aim in any square dance program is
the provision of variety; and the musical aspect of that variety is extremely important. A good
mixture of ballads, evergreens, pop, country, singalongs, up-tempo danceable music is where we
can create an interesting and varied program.

Check these out:

TRRCD 1119 FIREBALL MAIL
www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listinglD=1078

TRRCD 1122 YOU CALL EVERYBODYDARL I N©O
www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listing|D=1079

GRCD 12802 SALLY G/RUBBER DOLLY
www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listinglD=378

GRCD 12803 KANAWA/OLD JOE CLARK
www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listinglD=379

GRCD 12804 SUGAR FOOT WILD/ GTRAIN
www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listinglD=380 12



https://www.asrecordshop.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=2497
http://www.squaredancemusic.com/
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.squaredancemusic.com%2Findex.php%3Faction%3Dlistingview%26listingID%3D1078&h=AT2aXh-p1dxcI0urvw6foHfEfDasvNd2IvPtL9izRWe26KXxJ441FzxF_kNqqn36KyL1IXLxaVH9kzvGAfPbvS2i0CUIfxnHW4fMPOHCdIEZYV8DgXe5vFlBEDiEtX2x8hBUISV-LefN
http://www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=1079
http://www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=378
http://www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=379
http://www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=380

GRCD 12806 BEAVER CREEK/JIGSAW
www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listinqlD=382

GRCD 12807 CLEARTRACK SPECIAL/CROSSHATCH
www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listinglD=383

MORE SI NGI NG CALLS COMI NG SOON fr:om Barry on Tr

T
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UNTO US THIS HOLY NIGHT;
WILLIE, WAYLON & ME;
CRUISIN DOWN THE RIVER,;
WALK RIGHT IN;

BANJO SAME

NOAOA z$ AEAXBRT EOQEIT O
PARTNER:hat person who is looking for you while the other couples are Promenading.

CORNERhat person who will soon be your partner, but by the time you realise it, is
already your opposite.

RIGHT & LEFT GRAMUOrantic search for partners.

EIGHT CHAIN THRRght & Left Grand done by squares who dance in narrow
hallways.

DIVE THRW meandoy which the caller discovers how many dancers are wearing wigs.

CALIFORNIA TWIRn opportunity for all in the square to discover who didn't use their
'mum’. (Australian deodorant brand for those trying to figure out the label)

HOEDOWNA form of dancing favoured by callers with poor memories for Singing Calls.

GUEST CALLERiller who really only came to dance, has a terrible cold, wouldn't think
of calling,but just happens to have a couplemtisic tracks on a flash drive or record
and a mcrophonewith him.

TIP:That special hini KI 0 YIFye& yS¢ ! dzZAGNIfAlYy OFfftS
the North American instructors say after all the instructitms is a good tip for
a0NHzZOG dZINEXGKSY LINRPOSSRa (2 OFftft Fy | dzai


http://www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=382
http://www.squaredancemusic.com/index.php?action=listingview&listingID=383
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