Sound Equipment
                                                                                                                               By Glenn Wilson.
We are at an unusual point today, as far as SD sound equipment goes. 

Since the 1950’s, there has always been a turntable based square dance system for callers to buy. 

As of a couple of years ago, the last manufacturer of these systems - Hilton - pulled the plug. 

It is well recognised in the music industry that the 45rpm record is a dinosaur and has not been widely used for many years. 45’s and LP’s were last commercially released in 1991. The first audio CD’s were released in 1982 and continue today. Cassette tapes were used in the early 1970’s through until the late 1990’s and are no longer available.
I really can’t tell you how long Square dance 45’s will be available. They are no longer being manufactured.
All that’s left is whatever stock is at the various retailers.
What are my options?, I hear you ask.

Records - Some callers have told me that when records are no longer available, they’ll quit - not a good thing!!!
CD’s – Are one option, pre recorded SD CD’s however, are on the way out too.
MD’s - Another option that is almost gone - Players and discs are getting hard to find.

Mp3’s - This is, at the moment, the only way to go - you can record all your Records, CD’s and MD’s to this format and move on into the future.

I’m not Psychic, so I don’t know what’s coming next. But I can almost guarantee you this, there will be a next. Technology is moving so fast, someone will come up with a newer, better, faster way of doing what we do now. At this point though, you still need all of the following equipment to make music at a square dance hall.

Music Source (you choose), Microphone, Mixer, Amplifier and of course, Speakers.

I did a callers school on this a while ago, which is worth revisiting now and what’s more, all the information only needed a slight tweak to be relevant to right now.

                                                                             Glenn Wilson
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