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TASMANIAN SQUARE DANCE SOCIETY
PRESIDENTS REPORT

I can’t believe that Christmas is nearly here. Gosh, hasn’t the year
flown.
This year, I feel that the Tasmanian dancers have been very
fortunate to have had not one, but three mainland callers to
conduct dances. These being: Janice Alexander, Les Tulloch and
Janet Cook (to come in November). All three callers have a
different style of calling and were very entertaining. This has been
a good opportunity to provide a variety of callers for the newer
dancers in the lead up to the National Convention being held in
Deloraine in April. Its also been great for all of our more
experienced dancers too.
At the Society dance, held in Lindisfarne in September, our
amateur callers showed us how it was done. Well done Nadine,
Renae and Merilyn. They showed a lot of courage and talent by
picking up the microphone.
Paul also entertained us with his calling and playing his baritone
ukulele. Wow, fantastic. Well done all.
The Society is here for the benefit of dancers and to promote the
activity. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please discuss
them with your area representatives or any of the committee.
This financial year the Society committee has been given the task
of making the Constitution relevant to today’s climate. There have
been many changes to clubs in Tasmania and this need to be
reflected in our Constitution.
Currently membership fees are now due. So, if you are not a
financial member please see Barry (our Treasurer) and become a
member.
A dance has been organised for February 2 at the Deloraine Bowls Club. This will be a
special dance to introduce Square Dancing to the people of Deloraine. All dancers are
welcome to attend so we can generate an atmosphere of fun and friendship and show the
people of Deloraine what a great pastime we are involved in.
I take this opportunity to wish all dancers and their families a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year and we look forward to a fantastic 2019.
Kaye Chandler (PRESIDENT)
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Editorial
Welcome to this edition of Stepping Out.
May I take this opportunity to thank everyone who promotes our activity in Tasmania. That’s you
Every time you support a dance or a social event you are making it better for all of us.
Merry Christmas to Everyone
See you in a square or around the camp fire.
Di Ashton

Society Dance with Special Guest Caller and Amateur Callers
On the 22nd of September your Tasmanian Society again arranged a state-wide dance (one of the
3 held each year). It was in Hobart at the Lindisfarne Hall and was well attended, given that it was
held in the south and most dancers had to travel considerable distances to participate and
support the dance.
Les Tulloch called mainstream and plus as well as cuing the round dances during the afternoon
and evening.
During the break between the sessions there were meetings and then a BBQ tea was provided.
During the day we had 4 nervous but brave amateur callers take to the microphone and everyone
enjoyed their calling. A hearty congratulations to Renae, Nadene and Merilyn. Paul called and
played his Ukulele for accompaniment – something new for him and the dancers.

This was the first Society Dance many of the Launceston dancers had been to as they are
relatively new to the activity. For some, it was the first time they had danced outside their own
club to their own club callers. Not an easy step to take for some so hopefully everyone enjoyed
Les’s unique style of calling and cuing and wet their appetite for the next Society Dance in
November.
A big thank you also to Les who travelled from South Australia to be with us at this dance.
(Editor: A personal thank you to Les for spending considerable time with me the following
morning sharing his knowledge of music and cuing with me)

Irish Crème Liqueur
1Tablespoon instant coffee granules
1 Tablespoon boiling water
1 ½ Tablespoons choc flavoured topping
350ml Irish Whiskey
1 ¾ cups (460ml) pouring cream
395g canned Condensed Milk
1 Egg
1 Teaspoon Coconut
Essence

Method:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
3

Dissolve coffee in water in a large jug
Stir in topping
Whisk in remaining ingredients
Strain mixture into cooled sterilised bottles
Seal immediately
Makes 5 cups. Prep time 10 minutes TIP) Refrigerate liqueur for
up to 6 Months. Label and date the jars when cold

Sally and Mike are OK
Welcome back to Tassie you two. After your ordeal of
surviving the roll of Mike’s car and caravan – seeing you this
weekend was a relief.
Intrepid explorers, Sally and Mike are regular travellers and
indeed, make their home where their caravan is – 24/7. Last
month they experienced the most dreaded feeling that
anyone towing a trailer or caravan could imagine. About to
overtake a slower vehicle everything appeared normal.
Then the van started to sway and fishtail and Mike’s
comment to Sally confirmed that in about 3 seconds they
had gone from normal to ‘in big trouble’. The van and the
4WD rolled.
Somehow they both emerged battered and bruised but
alive and no broken limbs. Sally’s voice on the phone was
somehow controlled and thankful but at the same time it
was obvious that the ordeal had really shaken them.
Aussies are good people and everyone around them
stopped and assisted them to gather any unbroken items
and salvage their lifelong possessions from the strewn mess
of splintered wood that was their home.
Pictured here at Myrtle Park 10/11/18, we look forward to
seeing them at our dancing and social events before they
head off to the mainland again next year.
Really great to have you both back home for a while.

Prominent mainland caller – Gary Petersen – is moving to Tasmania.
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Introducing Janet Cook
Janet is visiting Launceston for the next Tasmanian
Society Dance. With 38 years experience, Janet is a
very experienced caller and cuer. She is constantly
sought to call overseas engagements and we will be
lucky enough to have her to ourselves for an
afternoon and evening session.
Saturday the 24th November 2018
At Heather Hall, 56 Robin Street Newstead
2pm to 5pm – Mainstream and some Plus
BBQ Tea provided.
7pm for Rounds. 7:30 to 10 for Mainstream with
some Plus
Raffle and supper. All Mainstream/Plus and Round
Dancers are welcome. Support Janet and enjoy her
fresh and jovial approach to life and calling.

10 November 2018
LSDC Social Event: Potato Bake at
Myrtle Park
9 Caravans camped on sites 1 & 2 and
club members with their friends and
family (and pets) assembled around
the campfire to share Pete’s jacket
potatoes. The breeze died down as
evening approached. Platypus played
in the river and fish jumped for insects
in the still waters.
Everyone added to the table making a
feast fit for a king.
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3rd November 2018 – Deloraine Craft Fair
This seemed like the ideal opportunity to have a look at Deloraine while she had her doors open to a
big event. The Craft Fair is held over 3 days – the Northern Tasmania Recreation Day long weekend –
every year. The whole town turns into a market place of local product, produce and food vans as well
as exhibitors from all over the state and from the mainland.
We were mainly interested in the 3 halls that will be utilised for our National Event as well as the car
parking. It was also a great opportunity to mix with and chat to the locals.
What we found was very exciting –
Huge amount of Parking:
This was just the
Overflow Car Park
Spacious Foyer in the main venue by the kiosk

Meetings will all be
in the same building
adjacent to the
Main Venue

A glimpse of the second Dance Venue

A Beautiful day by the River

A birds-eye view from the back of Paul’s Bike

The whole town was Open for Business 😊
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Around the State:
Casino City
I have had a really busy year beginning by taking my granddaughter Annalise to
the VSDA square dance convention in Horsham, Victoria. We had a great time
and it was good for her to see that we do have other young people who square
dance, she is now looking forward to the National Convention in Deloraine
next year. The club had a break in winter for around six weeks while John
visited the UK, he returned in early September and I returned from
Queensland a couple of weeks later, since then we have danced every Monday
night except this week as we have had quite a few people on the sick list
including myself, I have a really bad cold and a very rough voice at present but
should be okay in time for the Christmas dance in Launceston. Robert has
been away with a few ailments for some weeks now I hope he and June will be
back dancing soon. It is good to see Brianna back on the floor, but
unfortunately, we haven’t had Annalise dancing for a while she has a hectic
day on Mondays, beginning with band practise before school then two hours
of dancing lessons after school so by the time it’s our dance she is thoroughly
worn out and quite tired, so hopefully her schedule will improve in the new
year.
Once again will be having our Christmas dinner at Wrest Point on the 15th
December at the Coffee Shop, this is a popular venue every year with our
members. Our final dance and BBQ will be on Monday the 17th December,
visitors are most welcome.
So, until I see you in a square.
Bye – Iris Weatherburn

Launceston Square Dance Club
Hello and welcome to my last Stepping Out report for 2018.
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accounts I have heard that the spuds were delicious. People brought various toppings to share to put on
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Daniela Radenti (L.S.D.C Editor)
LSDC is having their Christmas dinner at the Over 50’s Club this year. $25 for
PS see you somewhere in a square in 2019
a 2 course meal. It would be great to see all our club dancers there. I make by
famous Bon Bons to give out. The Dinner is on the 7th of December – 6:30pm
for 7pm start.
Last Club Dance will be December 12th 2018. Everyone remember to bring a
plate of supper to share. Santa will be coming to give out our Secret Santa
gifts.
In closing I wish everyone a Ho Ho Ho! of a Christmas that is safe and
wonderful. See you all back on January the 16th 2019 for dancing
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Daniela Radenti (L.S.D.C Editor)
PS see you somewhere in a square in 2019

Tassie Twirlers:
This has been a difficult time and dancing has taken a back step.
Our sympathy and best wishes go to Graeme and Shirley on the
loss of their daughter – our thoughts are with them at this very
sad time.
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Calendar of Events:
2018
Society Dance
Saturday 24th November Society Christmas Dance – Special Guest Caller/Cuer: Janet Cook
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LSDC
Friday 7th Dec, Christmas dinner. All welcome. (bring your friends/family)
Call Nelson for details: 0419 143 181
Wednesday 12th Dec, last club dance for the year at heather hall.

Casino City
Saturday 15th Dec, Christmas get together at Wrest Point Casino
Monday 17th Dec, Last dance for the year and BYO Meat BBQ
Please call Iris to advise numbers for catering: 0418 543 308

The Rebel Caller
31st December, New Year’s Eve Dance. Heather Hall, Newstead. Dancing from 8 till late

10

2019
Society Dance
Saturday 2nd Feb 2019 Dance at the Deloraine Bowls Club. This will be a special dance to introduce
Square Dancing to the people of Deloraine. All dancers are welcome to attend so we can generate an
atmosphere of fun and friendship and show the people of Deloraine what a great pastime we are
involved in.

Other Events:

8th – 11th March 2019
50th VSDA State Convention to be held in Moorabbin on the 8th – 11th March 2019

21st – 24th April ARDA Conference 2019
ARDA Members $65.00 pp or Non ARDA Members $95.00 pp

23rd April 2019 – 150 Year Celebration Dance
7:30pm $10/ person Deloraine Community Complex

24th to 28th April 2019 Australian National Square Dance Convention
7:00pm start on Wednesday. $135/person Deloraine Community Complex

Tasmanian Square Dance Society Inc.
Not a member? No worries.
You can join any time and support the association that supports your club at a national level.
What do I get for my membership:
• Cheap entry to all society dances.
• Stepping Out Newsletter
• Have your say at State level at Society meetings – your thoughts and feelings are important.

Be a part of the bigger picture.
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Some Facebook pages to keep an eye on …

Subscribe to L.S.D.C. TAS – CLUB NEWS:

Paul Ashton

Bringing people to where the dancing and social activities are happening.
Simply send an email to paulashton444@gmail.com and ask to be added to the
mailout. It’s informal but informative. It goes all over the state and to the
mainland. It even goes to New Zealand.
If you have friends who are wishing to know what is happening in the
Launceston area, just ask them to drop Paul a line. Everyone is welcome to join.

Thank you for reading this edition. Thank you to everyone who supplied
information or assisted in any way
Contact Editor: dianeashton444@gmail.com
0488 005 452

Remember: The day you plant the seed is not the day you eat the fruit.
Be patient.
Be humble.
Keep moving forward and know that all this hard work you’re putting in day in and
day out WILL produce the results you’ve been looking for.
Your time is coming.
Do not give up.
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